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Getting really excited about this 
year’s convention. 
         We are going to have 
some new faces this year to 
share their talents and wares. 
Our own Doc Magic will be 
there this year with his caring 
clown class. For those of you who have never taken one 
of Docs classes you are in for a treat! Doc also will be a  
vendor, he has a magic shop and will be bringing his 
magic. So get ready to be amazed. 
 I would like to share a little bit about the Caring 
Clown. For many years this was my passion. Changes in 
my life prevent me from dedicating the time it takes to 
pursue this on a regular basis now. 
    I was a member of the Board of our local Make A 
Wish chapter for seven years and did wishes with them 
for 12. When the chapter moved quite a distance from 
my home, I was unable to participate as a board       
member. I had the time of my life. Nothing is better than 
sharing your joy with a child in need. To be childlike,   
innocent and vulnerable when an ill person, sometimes 
terminally ill (adult or child) just needs someone to see 
them as a whole person. To help them forget for a little 
while their circumstances. To laugh and play. 
 Caring clowning covers a variety of ages and    
situations. There is hospital clowning, senior homes, 
group homes and people with special needs, just to 
mention a few. I specialized in terminally ill children.  
Caring clowning requires a heart for service and a desire 
to bring joy and laughter to someone in need. 
 Training is a very important aspect of becoming a 
Caring Clown, or caring entertainer. You will need to   
invest some time in acquiring the tools and knowledge 
to start on this journey. What better place to start than 
WRCA. We have quite a few members who would love 
to answer any questions you might have. Rosemarie,  
Julie Varholtd, Doc and myself are just a few. Please look 
us up at convention and say hello. More on education in 
the next Klatter and on our website soon! 
    Bump a Nose, 
Candy “JellyBean” Kirkley   VP/Co-Education Chair 

WRCA members!    

How is everyone’s year 
going so far?  I hope 
that everyone is getting 
more gigs  because of 
the knowledge we          
received from coming 
to convention through-
out the years.  We are 

well on the way to preparing for this November 
at Texas Station in Las Vegas.  Our education 
team has some great things planned so you 
should make sure to get your registration in 
and your hotel reservations.  And we have a 
great theme this year, PIRATES!!  Have I told 
you this already??   Well let me say it again, 
PIRATES!!  (Always my favorite theme!)  
          Make sure if you have junior joeys, to  
apply for the junior joey scholarship. Everything 
is on our website, registration and hotel       
information and for those who are flying in, 
airport and shuttle information. 
www.familyentertainersconvention.com.   
       At convention, we as the board, encourage 
anyone with questions to please feel free to 
approach us.  Feeling like you could help with 
the convention?  Consider running for a spot 
on the board or volunteering to help our      
various committees.  We can always use a few 
extra hands. 
We are half way to convention and I’m getting 
excited, how about you? 
As we get closer to convention 
ye need ta keep a weather eye 
out me hearties! 
 
butterscotchtheclown@cox.net 

 
Candy Butterscotch Will 
President WRCA 
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Rosemarie Ballard Editor 
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Hello all of my Family Entertainer friends! 
    As I write this I am in the middle of moving out of Denver to a small town in the northwest corner of 
Colorado and I should be filling boxes so I need to keep this short! When next you see me, please ask me 
about my move! 
     I hope you have already figured out your competition piece and are working at perfecting it.               
Remember - Failure to prepare is to prepare to fail! Please don't fail me and COMPETE! 
I would love to have separate categories of Make-up, not lumping Whiteface in with the Hobo's and       
Auguste's however in order to do that I NEED YOU! 
     Since we don't have an open mike night why not do a skit for the competitions? Show us your stuff! 
 

You can do it! I know you can.  Please, for your old pal SKiDDLES? Won't you compete? 

Shuttle from Las Vegas Airport 

The fare is $27 each way 

  Book your reservations by clicking: 

 http://groups.supershuttle.com/  wrcafamilyentertainersconventiondis-
count.html and please input the group code to re  ceive the discount. 

   Group code is VVE8V  

 

Texas Station Gambling Hall & Hotel  
 2101 Texas Star Ln, 

North Las Vegas, NV 89032  
 

Call (702) 631-1000 
1-800-654-8888 

https://texasstation.sclv.com/ 
Be sure to let them know that you are with the Family Enter-

tainers Convention and mention group code TCICLWN  
when making your reservations. 

Please remember, the group rate will expire on October 11, 
2017 at 11:59 pm, so you will need to book your room be-
fore that date to receive the discounted group rate. My sug-
gestion is to book your room now.  

 

 What's a pirate's favorite socks? Arrrrgyle. 
 

What does a pirate think happens at the end of time? Arrrrmageddon. 
 

What's a pirate's favorite food? Arrrrrtichokes. 
 

What's a pirate's favorite basketball move? Jump hook. 
 

How do pirates make their money? By hook or by crook. 
 

           Where do pirates find their birds? Parrots Without Partners.          2. 
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From your Registration Chair - June 2017   ****   Dennis “DENO” Owens   

As we begin June, we need to start thinking and start getting ready for the celebration of our 2017 
WRCA Family Entertainers Convention being held at our new location: Texas Station Gambling Hall &  

Hotel, 2101 Texas Star Ln, North Las Vegas, NV 89032 – November 5-9, 2017. The fee for this 
year’s convention has been offered in 4 pricing tiers. Many of you took advantage of the first two tiers at 
$160 and early bird special $175 that will end on Saturday, July 1, 2017. In July, we will now enter our 3rd 
tier, our pre-registration special at $195. That’s a savings of $30 and this special will end when postmarked 
or online by Tuesday, October 31, 2017. After Tuesday, October 31, 2017 deadline, the fee goes from $195 
to $225 at the door. Junior Joey’s registration fee (age 6-17 by November 5, 2017) will be $75. Application 
must arrive no later than July 15th. We also offer $95 Day Passes for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 
classes and workshops.   

Go to our website at http://FamilyEntertainersConvention.com and select “registration”. Then fill out 
registration form and SAVE with a new name or print it out before closing. You can also register on-line 
using your credit card by going to “registration” and selecting “register/Pay on line” from the drop-down 
menu.  

This year if you are interested in applying for our junior joey’s scholarships, you can do so on the 
website by going to “registration” and selecting “scholarships” from the drop-down menu.  

NOTE to the staff members, chairs, helper’s, etc., your deadline to register is July 1, 2017. Let me 
know if you did not receive your special registration form. All staff, instructors and venders’           
registration will be mailed to me @ Dennis Owens, c/o WRCA Registration,  
8201 Tyrone Ave, Panorama City, CA 91402. Do not mail to Kelly or Rick.  

 This year, you will see changes in the registration packet, along with your wristband. Included, you 
will also receive tickets needed to enter our evening event, Monday night President's Welcoming / Staff on 
Stage and Pizza party. Tuesday night’s theme party, Arrr! It’s a Pirates party, and Thursday night’s banquet 
and awards show. These tickets will be included in your registration packet. If you have any non-registered 
guests, you will need to purchase tickets for that event. Extra tickets for the Monday and Tuesday events 
will be $20 each. Extra banquet tickets will be $65 each. We are bringing back the vertical vinyl holders.  

 If you registered for the convention and did not receive or misplaced your 
acknowledgement receipt with important information, please send me an email and I 
will get it to you. 

     So, mark your calendar and plan on attending the convention on Nov. 5-9, 2017 
by visiting us on our new website at http://FamilyEntertainersConvention.com. Well, 
that’s it for now. Enjoy the rest of 2017 and I hope to see you November 5-9, 2017 in 
Vegas.  

Dennis “DENO” Owens        310 619-0677         RegisterForWRCA@gmail.com  

     For me, this is the Year of Ambition, with clowning, cosplay, and perhaps even      
helping as a ‘patient’ in an ‘isolator’ for the Hospital Clown workshop there? 

I got a major Personal Affirmation (which started me on this track) at the Theme Party 
last year from the massive response (and even winning Best Male Costume) for my 
Marionette gear :D 

     May 6, I demonstrated Auguste Clown Make-up, taught beginning balloons (showing 
a few ‘cornerstones’ such as the Dog and the cool Two-Balloon Adjustable Hat — more 
syllables in the name than twists in the balloons), and helped out in skits and gave      
insights during the all-day session.   

    The WRCA Convention is definitely the ‘one to beat’ since it always gets better and better each year — 

it’s the Pirate Treasure that everyone will discover!     See you there!                     Dizzy Dave                      3. 



                        Rosemarie “Wower” Ballard  — South Cali Rep 

Although memberships in organizations nation wide are losing numbers we are 
working to keep clowning on the map in our area.  I am so proud and happy with 
our team from San Diego All Star Clowns. We are the Clown Alley of the Year for 
The World Clown Association & winner of Clowns of America International’s 
Charley Award for our participation in National Clown Week. None of this would 
have been possible without our fabulous members and our outreach specialist Bon 
Bon. She applied for these awards in our name. We are lucky to have her.  

 We also had a one day Introduction to Clowning workshop that she set up. It 
was so much fun! Most of our active members showed up to help teach.  
I believe we will get a couple of new members.  

One of our members Skippy has been fighting the battle against cancer. The organization,        
WeSupportYou, had a huge fundraiser to help cover some of the medical expenses for her and others.      
Several of our members were there to work and help with the event. Skippy is one of the most loving and 
wonderful clowns I know. We as a club are praying for her to win the war.  

Our club is working hard to compete in November. Oh Boy! We are looking forward to competition. 
Get ready everyone for a fabulous convention in November! 

I am here if your club needs my help, just ask:  rosemarie101@att.net or 619 482 8856 

From Sunny Arizona 

 An email was sent to all clowns in Arizona that I have an email for, so if you are reading this and didn't  
receive a reminder from the Arizona district, please contact me.  We were wondering if we should have an   
informal time to meet as a group just to become acquainted and learn what we are doing in our alleys while  
at the convention.  If you are interested please let me know. 
The Red Hot Clowns in the Surprise area have partnered with the Surprise Pops, a 100 member band.  This 
means that 4 to 8 clowns interact with the patrons as they enter with their dry food contributions and then 
greet them after the concert to wish them safe travels.  There are approximately 20 concerts a year and we 
attend each one. We look forward to hearing from you.  Have another red nose day! 
Zippie    (Becky Wells)       Becky     623 975-4702 

      Hello, my name is Vivian De Jesus (Grama V)...very new to the "club". Last year, 2016, was my first  
assignment as Northern California Rep. I have been doing clowning and ballooning for over 20 years. I  
started out with the Golden Gate Clowns in the San Francisco Bay Area about 20 plus years ago. I now live 
in the Sacramento, CA area. 
     I have been asked this year to be in charge of the Silent Auction. Since I am new to this event and to the 
club, I am hoping that I can count on all of your cooperation.  I will be needing items for the silent auction 
and hoping to count on all of you who have items I could use.  Please contact me if you can help and/or 
know where else I should go for items for the auction.  vivdj1@hotmail.com. 

     Please contact me by phone, text message or email.  Thank you for your help and cooperation and I am 

very happy to be a part of WRCA.   Vivian De Jesus  916 367-8990                 

Special mention for  
 Cheryl Wagner. She helps edit this 

newsletter with me. She is my  
“Go To Gal” 

 
Thanks Cheryl 4. 
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How To End Your Line             Cheryl “Budderball” Wagner              Website Manager 
 

 So you’ve been hired to face paint or twist balloons from 2-4 for a company picnic. There are more 
people that want your services than you can get to in two hours and they are waiting in a long line. You have 
two choices- just keep working past your appointed time until everyone gets a turn, or end your line at an ap-
propriate point so you can finish in the prescribed time period. What you DON’T want to do is let people wait 
in line for 15, 20 or 30 minutes and then close up shop just when they get to your table. “Sorry, I’m all 
done!”. So you need to develop a good system for closing down your line. 
 It’s important to know how long it takes you on average to complete one face paint design or one bal-
loon. This varies a little, of course, because of the varying degrees of complexity of design and the different 
speeds at which we all work, but you should have a general idea. If you’re doing line work, you probably 
have choices for the guests that have a similar time range. Let’s say you know it will take you about 3 
minutes to greet a guest, ask them what they want, and complete their selection. That means you can  
complete 10 guests in 30 minutes. So 30 minutes before your end time, (in this case it would be 3:30), you 
would start counting 10 people down the line.  
 You can paint a number on their hand, give them a sticker, or stamp them with a cute design to show 
that they have been counted. It’s important to ask who is getting a service, because it can be hard to tell if the 
adults want a turn, or if a child in a stroller is to be counted.  You can ask them to raise their hands if they’re 
getting a balloon or painting. When you’ve reached the tenth person (or whatever your formula comes up 
with), you will need to tell the rest of the line that you are so sorry but you will not be able to get to them  
today, that this is the end of the line. They will be disappointed but mostly understand.  
 Ask the last person in line to let any newcomers know that the line is ended. This is not a fun job for 
them but I have never had anyone say they won’t do it and they’re usually very conscientious about it. I  
explain that I don’t want anyone to wait in line needlessly and they get that.  
 I have seen people make a sign that says “End of Line” and ask the last person in line to wear it (it 
goes over their shoulders). This could work for you too but there’s always the chance that this person turns 
around to talk, or wanders off to the side, and then the sign isn’t very visible so be aware of this. I look up 
every now and then to visually check that the line hasn’t gotten any longer than the last person just in case. 
 If you end up going faster and find that you will end before your time, you can slow down a little, do 
more complex designs, or finish the line and then accept one or two newcomers if you prefer. Some people 
like to hand out stickers to children who come up at the end only to find that you are all done, or stamp their 
hands. You should do what makes you happy. Of course, you can always stay longer than the hired time and I 
would do this for a charity event or repeat customer, but otherwise I stay within my hired time. I feel that we 
need to value our time as other professions do if we expect to be valued by our clients and society as a whole.  

 

There are a couple of interesting articles below, food for thought. If you would like 

to have a short, 2 or 3 paragraph article in future new letters I would love to have 

them.  Around 300 words. Send to rosemarie@att.net  

What was the pirate's golf score?..........parrrr 

What do you call a pirate that skips class?  Captain Hooky! 

How do you save a drowning pirate? with C P ARRRRRRRRR 

You have heard the expression, love isn’t love until you give it away. Well knowledge once ac-
quired and used is dead until you give it away. At WRCA we are all about sharing what we 
have learned with others. If you ever feel like the person sharing is a know it all, well maybe 
they are gifting you with great information. We can use what we think will help us and let go of what 

we think will not. Come and share, learn and develop your skills and have fun! 

 ***************     ************   5.   *************     *************    



Hello Fellow WRCA-ers!  Hope you all are geared up for your best summer ever!  I also hope the  
following info on problem solving and conflict resolution serves you as well as it has served me over the 
years. Please let me know if you have questions or would like any additional information: 

 

THE UNEXPECTED:  DON'T JUST SURVIVE IT......CONQUER IT!  
 

In confronting unexpected situations in my clowning, I have come to realize that the majority of the       
problems are structurally the same and that by implementing this basic thought process, we can be quite   
effective in conquering challenges or unfamiliar situations that may occur during our clowning.  

In their simplest forms, problems consist of three basic components: a need or desire, a restraint to meeting 
that need and a viable alternative.   Here are a few of my proven tactics for not only surviving, but also    
conquering unexpected obstacles: 

IDENTIFY AND ISOLATE THE PROBLEM: It may be as obvious as a broken or missing prop or 
something less easily identified, but this is an essential step as it allows you to focus your efforts in 
the proper place.  

ASSESS YOUR RESOURCES AND/OR OPTIONS:  Consider both tangible as well as creative         
resources; anything that may lead to a potential solution. 

PRIORITIZE YOUR ACTIONS: Once you develop a “plan", determine the necessary steps and, most 
importantly, in what sequence the steps need to be carried out. 

KEEP MOVING:  Never quit.  Maintain “perpetual motion” toward your solution until you prevail. 
It has also been my experience that the utmost challenging un-expectancy is working with difficult or       
argumentative people.  Tactics that have proved to be successful in finding accord with difficult people are: 

IDENTIFY AND ISOLATE THE PROBLEM:  This allows the other person to see that it is not you 
against them, but you and them, united, against the problem. 

OFFER ALTERNATIVES:  Offering one choice may be interpreted as an “ultimatum”. People, both 
children and adults, respond more positively to choices.  

NEVER TELL ANYONE (ADULT) WHAT TO DO:  Instead, state only what you will or will not do.  
This tactic will almost immediately diffuse any hostility in your challenger. 

STATE ONLY WHAT YOU WANT, NOT WHAT YOU DO NOT WANT: State positively and       
specifically only what you want. Your words trigger pictures in your challengers mind.   

 
As you exercise and improve your problem solving skills, you will find it to be a valuable tool for both  

confidence building and personal empowerment.  Whether you are performing before 
hundreds of people or parading in front of a small panel of judges, remember that 
within every problem there is also an opportunity for you to shine!  In the words of 
Rudyard Kipling,  
"If you can keep your head when all around you are losing theirs and blaming it on 

you, then the world is yours and all that's in it." 
As we continue to meet and conquer the unexpected, how amusing it will be when we, 
the “clowns”, become the voice of reason! 
Have a Magical Summer! 
Joyce “JOY” 

Greetings to all of you great and wonderful artists in the family entertainers of the WRCA. It’s that time again 
where the sun starts getting hotter and people and companies are calling us to come and preform for them. Some-
times in the hot sun. Make sure you take and drink plenty of water.  Another thought [I get those sometimes] when 
you’re doing your thing be it balloons or face painting and someone comes up to you and says they do the same thing 
as you’re doing. Why not take 30 sec or 45 sec and talk briefly to them and give them your 
card and then invite them to the convention and hand them a flyer . Who knows we might get 
a few more people to come.   

Two of our young talented balloon artist are performing in Vegas in the middle of the 
week.  John Butte and Jeremy Johnson are entertaining with balloons at a cooperate event . 
Their balloon work is awesome. Well time is  getting short don't forget to register for the    
convention and your room at the Texas Station. Have a great summer, bump a nose and stay 
green.      

Your friend in clowning Tom  Sammy T  Butte  sergeant at arms and  Utah rep     6. 



2017 WRCA Officers and Board 

President 
Candy Will 
ButterscotchTheClown@cox.net 

949 489-9971 

Vice President 
Candy Kirkley 
CandyKirkley@gmail.com 

909 709-4727 

Secretary 
Lorretta Dietz 
lorrettadietz@gmail.com 

916 872-3211 

Treasurer 
Dennis Owens 
TreasurerForWRCA@gmail.com 

310 619-0677 

WRCA Convention Chair 
Sandy Farewell 
WRCAConventionChair@gmail.com 
909 262-5491 

Founder 
Ted “Suds” Sudbrack 
sudsmagic29@gmail.com 
951 359-5797 

Founder 
Lamar Williams 
435 835-8056 

Founder 
Joel Barez 
Heaven 

Founder 
Mary Sudbrack 
Heaven 

Founder 
Lois Horn 
714 630-3683 

Vendors 
Rick Farewell 
Vendor4WRCA@gmail.com 

760 868-8682 

Education 
Kelly Martinez & Candy Kirkley 
KellyTheClown@sbcglobal.net 

707 372-0557 

Registration 
Dennis Owens 
RegisterForWRCA@gmail.com 

310 619-0677 

Make-up/Costume – Performance 
and Paradibility Competition 
Molly Kleeman 
SkiddlesShoeSmart@gmail.com 
303-798-9933 

Balloon Competition 
Fred Harshberger 
WRCABalloons@gmail.com 

805-813-4707 

Face Painting Competition 
Sherry Ralston 
LollypopTheClown@sbcglobal.net 

951 544-8975 

Merchandising 
Carol Butte 
WRCAMerchandise@gmail.com 

801-298-0860 

Public Relations 
Trudy Richardson 
OopsCDaisy53@gmail.com 

916 824-1086 

Sergeant at Arms 
Tom Butte 
SammyClown@aol.com 

801 298-0860 

Junior/Teen Joey 
Gerrie Cohn 
HappyLilDarling@msn.com 

801 520-4129 

Competition Photographer 
David Keenan 
ChainBlaster@gmail.com 

619 366-0908 

Theme Party 
Sherry Ralston 
LollypopTheClown@sbcglobal.net 

951 544-8975 

Web Designer 
Cheryl Wagner 
Budderball1@gmail.com 

707-332-5891 

 

 Area Representatives 

Klown Klatter Editor 
Rosemarie Ballard 

rosemarie101@att.net 

619-482-8856 

Arizona 
Becky Wells 
Zippie58@gmail.com 
623 975-4702 

CO & NM 
Molly Kleeman 
SkiddlesShoeSmart@gmail.com 
303-798-9933 

Utah 

Tom Butte 
SammyClown@aol.com 

801 298-0860 

CA – Northern 
Vivian De Jesus 
vivdj1@hotmail.com 
916 367-8990 

CA – Los Angeles 
Joyce JOY Payne 
JoyTClown@sbcglobal.net 
323.779.5770 

CA – San Diego 
Rosemarie Ballard 

rosemarie101@att.net 
619-482-8856 

 

NV & Unrepresented Areas 
Sharon Gohlke 
SparkieTheClown@att.net 
775-885-0647 
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